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FLATMATES
Using photographs of windows and doors, Students create the profiles of three flatmates before they
watch a YouTube video which reveals the true story.
You can find the video here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nGeKSiCQkPw
You can use this grammar story to introduce:
present continuous (used as an example here)
past simple
indirect questions
reported questions
question tags

1. Show Students two matching photos: one of a window and one of the entrance door. You may
want to display digital images. You can find some Creative Commons licenced images here:
www.flickr.com
2. Introduce the main characters of the story:
Three men (named A, B and C) are sharing a flat. These are their windows and the entrance door
leading to the flat.
3. Based on that, Students develop the men`s identities (names, ages, jobs, personalities, how they
met, etc.). NB: At this stage make sure you have all Students believe that the flatmates are all
humans!
4. Before you play the video (with the sound off!), present the story background and set up the
task:
You are going to see a conversation between Flatmate A and Flatmate B. Unfortunately, you will
only see Flatmate B`s reactions. Based on that, answer the question:
What is Flatmate A doing?
5. Play the video with the sound off. At this stage, Students will discover that Flatmate B is a dog.
6. Before you play the video for the second time, set up the second task:
You are going to see and hear what is going on. Answer the question:
Who is Flatmate C?
7. Play the video with the sound on. At this stage, Students will discover that Flatmate C is a cat and
that the dog is in fact taking part in the conversation thanks to a hilarious dubbing idea.
8. Elicit Students` answers. Distribute the scripts of the dialogue and have Students find the one
example of the present continuous structure used in the dialogue (‘You`re kidding me.’)
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The video script
The man: Food. You know I just couldn`t stop thinking about it.
The dog: Yeah? Yeah?
The man: So, yeah, you know, I went to the fridge and I opened up the meat drawer. You know,
what the meat drawer is, right?
The dog: Yes! What was in there?
The man: I`ll tell you what was in there. You know that bacon, that`s like maple, maple-flavoured.
The dog: The maple kind? Yeah? Yeah? Yeah?
The man: Yeah, so I took that out and I thought, yeah, I know who would like that….
Me! So I ate it!
The dog: Oooaaah. You`re kidding me!
The man: Nope. Not kidding. You know I also noticed there`s some beef in there. Yeah, you know,
steak, you know, juicy… And I ate that too!
The dog: Whooooaaah!
The man: But I went back to the fridge. Just a few minutes ago. And I put something together really
special. You`re gonna love this one.
The dog: Yeah? Yeah?
The man: I took some chicken. Yeah, I put some cheese on it. And I covered it with…
The dog: Covered it with what?
The man: I covered it with cat treats.
The dog: Yeah?
The man: Then guess what?!
The dog: What?!
The man: I gave it to the cat.
The dog: Noooooooooooooooooooooooah!
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